Course Syllabus:
National Historical Myths about the World War 11 in Poland*

Course description

The course is made to draw attention of undergraduate students whose
research interest is the history of Eastern Europe to the role of the national
historical myths in creating nations and communities. The national historical myths
and their usage in the contemporary society are shown on the example of the
World War Il in Poland.

This course consists of 2 lectures as the introduction to the course (an
introduction into the major methodological developments in the myth-making and
the history of World War 1l in Poland) and 7 seminars on the topics below. At the
end of the course students take a test.

The main objectives of this course are 1) to increase students’ knowledge
about myth-making, usage of myths by the different groups of society and society
in whole; 2) to provoke the students’ interest in historical myth-making, 3) to
foster students’ critical reading skills and comparative thinking.

By the end of this course students should be able to 1) identify and compare
national historical myths, derive their origin and name them, 2) evaluate the
arguments of academic articles and prepare assignment that defend their own
opinions.

The work on the seminars will be organized as a discussion on some general
topics, presentations on the individual cases and discussion on them. Attendance,
participation in discussions and written work will all count toward ‘“‘satisfactory
completion” on the qualifying test.
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e Hobsbaum Eric. The Invention of Tradition [in] The Invention of Tradition,
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P. 249-262.

e Kean Hilda. People, Historians, and Public History: Demystifying the
Process of History Making [in] The Public Historian. 2010. Vol. 32(3).
P. 25-38.
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e Wapinski Roman. Old and New Myths in 20" century Poland [in] Acta
Poloniae Historica. Vol. 91. 2005. P. 109-131.

e Wierzbicki Andrzej. From Historiography to Mythography? [in] Acta
Poloniae Historica. Vol. 91. 2005. P. 133-151.
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tozsamosci historycznej [in] Pamieé i Sprawiedliwosé. 2005. Nr 2(8). S.
377-386.

I1. The Second World War

a. General Questions:

e Madajczyk Piotr. Experience and Memory: The Second World War in
Poland [in] Experience and Memory: The Second World War in Europe.
New York, 2010. P. 70-85.

e Judt Tony. The past is another country: myth and memory in post-war
Europe [in] Memory and Power in Post-War Europe Studies in the Presence
of the Past, J.-W. Miiller (ed.), Oxford, 2002. P. 157-183.

e Gross Jan. Polish Society wunder German Occupation: The
Generalgouverement, 1939-1944. Princeton, 1979.

Collaboration:

e Connelly John. Why the Poles Collaborated So Little — And Why That Is No
Reason for Nationalist Hubris [in] Slavic Review. 2005. Vol. 64. Nr 4.
P. 771-781.

e Gross Jan T. Themes for a Social History of War Experience and
Collaboration [in] The Politics of Retribution in Europe: World War Il and
Its Aftermath, Istvan Deak and Tony Judt (eds.). Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2000. P. 15-36.

Resistance:
e Waskiewicz Andrzej. The Polish Home Army and the Politics of Memory
[in] East European Politics and Societies. 2010. Vol. 24(1). P. 44-58.
e HockoBa A. ®. Craiua u Apmus KpaiioBa (K dopmupoBanuto mosuiuu

COBETCKOTO pyKOBOICTBa) [iN] Poccuiickue W ClaBSHCKHE HCCIIEIOBAHUS.
Boimyck 3. Munck, 2008. C. 315-328.

Warsaw Uprising 1944:

e Gawin Tadeusz. Warszawa 1944: oSlepiajacy blask wolnosci [in] Teologia
Polityczna. 2004-2005. Nr 2. S. 19-31.

e Ukielski Wiodzimiesz. Spor o Powstanie Warszawskie [in] Biuletyn
Instytutu Pamigci Narodowej. 2009. Nr 8/9. S. 116-125.

o Walka o pami¢é¢. Wiadze i spoleczenstwo wobec Powstania Warszawskiego
1944-1989. Warszawa, 2008.

e Spor o Powstanie. Powstanie Warszawskie w powojennej publicystyce



polskiej 1945-1981, pod red. D. Gawina. Warszawa, Muzeum Powstania
Warszawskiego, 2004.

Connelly John. Those Streets Over There [review of the Norman Davies’
book “Rising’44. The Battle for Warsaw”] [in] London Review of Books.
2004. Vol. 26. No 12-24 June. P. 19-20.

Poland and the Holocaust

Gross Jan T. Neighbours. 2001.

Gross Jan Tomasz. A Tangled Web: Confronting Stereotypes Concerning
Relations between Poles, Germans, Jews, and Communists [in] The Politics
of Retribution in Europe: World War Il and Its Aftermath, |I. Deak and
T. Judt (eds.). Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000. P. 74-130.
Wokot ztotych zniw: Debata o ksigzce Jana Tomasza Grossa 1 Ireny
Grudzinskiej-Gross. Krakow, 2011.

Connelly John. The Noble and the Base [in] The Nation. December 3, 2012.

I11. Parallel Mythology: Czechoslovakia

Mastny Vojtek. The Czechs under Nazi Rule: The Failure of National
Resistance, 1939-1942. New York, 1971,

Rothkirchen Livia. The Jews of Bohemia and Moravia: Facing the
Holocaust. Lincoln, 2005.

Bryant Chad. Prague in Black. Nazi Rule and Czech Nationalism.
Cambridge, 2007.

Orzoff Andrea. Battle for the Castle. The Myth of Czechoslovakia in
Europe, 1914-1948. Oxford, 2009.

Rychlik Jan. The Slovak Question and the Resistance Movement during the
Second World War [in] Slovakia in History, M. Teich 9ed.). Cambridge,
2011. P. 193-205.

Heitlinger A. Politicizing Jewish Memory in Postwar Czechoslovakia [in]
East European Jewish Affairs. VVol. 35. No 2. December 2005. P. 135-153.
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