Globalization and International System

Syllabus prepared by Artem LUKIN
(Russia, Vladivostok, Far Eastern National University)
CASE Visiting Fellow, UC Berkeley

Course Overview

The overall goal of this course is to provide students with a set of
conceptual, theoretical, and empirical tools to better understand the
phenomenon of globalization and its impact on contemporary international
order and world politics.

The course is designed for undergraduate students who completed at least
two years of university studies majoring in International Relations, Political
Science, Sociology or Public Administration. This syllabus can also be
incorporated as a unit into courses with broader subjects such as “World
Politics” and “Contemporary International Relations”.

The course is divided into eight units. Each unit takes two weeks and
consists of one lecture and one discussion session. The lecture provides students
with basic facts, main theoretical and ideological approaches concerning the
unit’s subject. The discussion session (or seminar) is a moderated discussion
during which students are expected to speak and debate on the respective unit’s
topics.

The specific objectives of the course are:

- to help students understand globalization as a complex, dynamic

and multi-dimensional phenomenon;

- to identify the driving forces of globalization;

- to analyze how globalization affects the international system;

- to identify the benefits as well as negative effects of

globalization;



- to analyze the impact of globalization on Russia and students’
home region (e.g. the Russian Far East);

- to analyze how globalization transforms our individual lives and
what we can do to make the most of globalization while
minimizing its negative effects.

Ideally, students should walk away from this course with an
understanding that globalization concerns each of them and that it is up to them,
as active and creative individuals, to benefit from globalization and even shape
its future direction.

Course requirements:

To get credit for the course, students are required to attend lectures and be
actively engaged in discussion sections (at least, six of the total eight). They
also must do at least two assignments which are included in each unit.
Assignments should be done in the written form and submitted to the instructor.

During the first class meeting, students will be asked to respond to a
questionnaire on globalization (see Appendix). They can choose among the
provided items or give their own answers. The survey will give students a
general idea of what they should expect during the course and help stimulate
their reflective thinking on the subject. During the final class, the students will
be required to fill out the same questionnaire. This time they will not only have
to simply choose the answers provided, but also explain their answers in
writing. This will play a role of the final course exam. It would also be
interesting to compare the results of the initial and final surveys.

Students taking this course must keep abreast of current developments in
world politics that pertain to the subject matter of the course. They should read
high-quality Russian or international newspapers and magazines available for
free online such as Kommersant, Vlast’, Expert, The Economist, The

Washington Post, The New York Times, The Financial Times, The International



Herald Tribune (please note that The International Herald Tribune website has a blog on

economic globalization accessible at http://blogs.iht.com/tribtalk/business/globalization/).

Unit 1. The concept of globalization: various interpretations.

Topics for discussion

1.

What are the basic approaches to defining globalization?

2. How does globalization manifest itself?
3.
4. Were there in the world’s history any periods similar to contemporary

What are the principal driving factors of globalization?

globalization?

What is the relationship between the concepts of globalization,
modernization and westernization?

Is there any relationship between globalization and democratization?
What does “glocalization” mean?

Required readings:

1.

Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader. Ed. by
Patrick O’Meara, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. Indiana
University Press, 2000. (Part 1. Global Order and Disorder:
Speculations; Part 5. Globalization and the Evolution of Democracy;
Part 10. Emerging Global Culture).

Demystifying Globalization. Ed. by Colin Hay and David Marsh.
Palgrave, 2000. (Chapter *“lzations of the World: Americanization,
Modernization and Globalization™ by Peter J. Taylor).

James H. Mittelman. The Globalization Syndrome: Transformation and
Resistance. Princeton University Press, 2000. (Chapter 1. The Dynamics
of Globalization).

Additional readings:

4.

David Held, David and Anthony McGrew (eds), The Global
Transformations Reader: an Introduction to the Globalization Debate,
Cambridge: Polity Press, 2003.

John W. Meyer. Globalization: Theory and Trends. International Journal
of Comparative Sociology, 2007 Vol. 48 (4), pp. 261-273.

The Second Globalization Debate. A Talk With Anthony Giddens.
http://www.edge.org/3rd_culture/giddens/giddens_index.html

lan Clark. Globalization and International Relations Theory, Oxford
University Press, 1999.


http://blogs.iht.com/tribtalk/business/globalization/
http://www.edge.org/3rd_culture/giddens/giddens_index.html

8. Governance in a Globalizing World. Ed. by Joseph N. Nye Jr. and John
D. Donahue. Brookings Press, 2000.

9. Thomas L. Friedman. The World Is Flat. 1st edition, Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 2005.

10.Colin Sparks. What's wrong with globalization? Global Media and
Communication 2007, Volume 3 (2); pp.133-155.

11.Article on globalization in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/globalization/

12. The Globalization Website (a comprehensive web resource on
globalization). http://www.sociology.emory.edu/globalization/index.html

13.The Globalization Guide. (a comprehensive web resource on
globalization). http://www.globalisationguide.org/

14. Globalization101.org. (a web resource on globalization, focusing largely
on its economic and technological aspects).
http://www.globalization101.org/index.html

15.The Globalization Index 2007. Foreign Policy. November/December
2007. http://lwww.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story id=3995.

16.71an T'u Myn (I'enepanvhuiti cekpemapo OOH). Mup ecmynun 6 snoxy
mobunvrocmu. http://www.globalaffairs.ru/articles/7829.htmi

17. AIl. Ipirankos, II.A. IpirankoB. Coyuonocus MeHCOYHAPOOHbIX
omuowenui. ([nasa 6. @panyysckas wKona MeNCOYHAPOOHBIX
OMHOWEHUU: MOHOUAIU3AYUSL KAK QIbMEePHAMUBHAS 2100anu3ayus).
Mocksa: Acnekt IIpecc, 2006.

18.Paul Hirst and Grahame Thompson. The Future of Globalization.
Cooperation and Conflict: Journal of the Nordic International Studies
Association. 2002, Vol. 37(3), pp. 247-265.

19. Ronaldo Munck. Globalization and Democracy: A New “Great
Transformation”? The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political
and Social Science, 581, May 2002, pp. 10-21.

20. Barry K. Gills. Democratizing Globalization and Globalizing
Democracy. The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, 581, May 2002, pp. 158-171.

21.

Assignment:

A) Formulate your own definition of globalization (using one sentence and
no more than 45 words).

B) Draw up a glossary of globalization-related terms (like glocalization,
deglobalization, antiglobalization and so on). Include in the glossary as
many such terms as possible.

Unit 2. Nation-States and Non-State Actors in the Era of Globalization


http://www.sociology.emory.edu/globalization/index.html
http://www.globalisationguide.org/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/resources/directory.php?issue_id=163#163
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/resources/directory.php?issue_id=163#163
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3995
http://www.globalaffairs.ru/articles/7829.html

Topics for discussion

=

In what way is globalization transforming the role of nation-states?

Can the nation-state still be considered the principal actor in the world
politics?

How does globalization encourage emergence and growth of non-state
actors in world politics? What are these new actors?

What is the concept of a global (world) city?

Required readings

1.

Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader. Ed. by
Patrick O’Meara, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. Indiana
University Press, 2000. (Part 3. Redrawing the Map? The New Nature of
National Borders).

Governance in a Globalizing World. Nye, Joseph S, Jr. (Editor), and
Donahue, John D (Editor).  Brookings Institution Press. 2000.
(Introduction).

Additional readings:

3.

4.

Jessica T. Mathews. Power Shift. Foreign Affairs, January/ February
1997.

Linda Weiss. The Myth of the Powerless State, Ithaca: Cornell University
Press, 1998.

Martin Wolf. Will the Nation-State Survive Globalization? Foreign
Affairs, January/February 2001.

Susan Strange. The Retreat of the State: The Diffusion of Power in the
World Economy, Cambridge University Press, 1996.

KO6ep Benpun. Omkaz om eocyoapcme-nayuti — unnosus. Poccus B
riiobanpHON ouTHKe. No6, HosIOph-aexadps 2007.

The Failed States Index 2007. Foreign Policy. July/August 2007.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story id=3865.

Joshua Keating. How to Start Your Own Country in Four Easy Steps.
Foreign Policy. February 2008. (web exclusive).
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story id=4217

10.Francisco Aldecoa and Michael Keating, editors, Paradiplomacy in

Action: The Foreign Relations of Subnational Governments, Routledge,
1999.

11.Saskia Sassen. Cities in a world economy (Thousand Oaks, Calif. : Pine

Forge Press, 2006) updated 3rd ed., original 1994.


http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Nye%2C%20Joseph%20S%2C%20Jr%20Editor%20%2C
http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Nye%2C%20Joseph%20S%2C%20Jr%20Editor%20%2C
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/resources/directory.php?issue_id=161#161
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3865
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4217

12.Saskia Sassen. The global city : New York, London, Tokyo (Princeton :
Princeton University Press, 2001) updated 2d ed., original 1991.

13.Globalization and World Cities Research Network.
http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/index.html
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Assignment:

A)  Find the maximum possible number of reasons for the nation-
state retaining its primary role in contemporary world politics
and those for diminishing significance of nation-states. What is
your conclusion on the overall balance?

B) Can you ever imagine Vladivostok (the biggest city in the
Russian Far East) as a global city? Draw up your action plan
aimed at transforming Vladivostok into a global city.*

Unit 3. The dynamics of economic globalization

Topics for discussion
1. What are the manifestations of economic globalization?
2. What is the role of global multilateral institutions (such as WTO, IMF,
World Bank) in managing economic globalization?
3. What are the main approaches in the debate on global free trade?
4. How does globalization affect the problems of energy and food
security?

Required readings:

1. Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader. Ed. by
Patrick O’Meara, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. Indiana
University Press, 2000. (Part 6. The New Global Economy).

2. Niall Ferguson. Sinking Globalization. Foreign Affairs, December 2005
(WTO Special Edition).

Additional readings:

3. Jagdish Bhagwati. In Defense of Globalization: [How the New World
Economy Is Helping Rich and Poor Alike]. Oxford, New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004.

4. David Dollar and Aart Kraay. Spreading the Wealth. Foreign Affairs,
January/February 2002,

5. Peter D. Sutherland. Transforming Nations. Foreign Affairs, March/April
2008. (on the WTO).

! Instead of Vladivostok, any other major Russian city can be chosen for this assignment, depending on
students’ home region.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_city

6. Benn Steil. The End of National Currency. Foreign Affairs, May/June
2007.

7. Daniel Yergin. Ensuring Energy Security. Foreign Affairs, March/April
2006.

8. Sebastian Mallaby. Saving the World Bank. Foreign Affairs, May/June
2005.

9. Joseph Stiglitz. Globalization and Its Discontents. New York: W.W.
Norton&Co., 2002.

10.Joseph Stiglitz. Making Globalization Work. New York: W.W. Norton,
2006.

11.0swaldo de Rivera. The Myth of Development. The Non-Viable
Economies of the 21% Century. London, New York: Zed Books, 2001.

12.Geoffrey Garrett. The Causes of Globalization. Comparative Political
Studies, Vol. 33 No. 6/7, August/September 2000, pp. 941-991.

13.http://www.globalenvision.org/ (a web resource on “the global free
market system as a starting point for reducing world poverty™).

Assignment:

Find, read and analyze speeches on economic globalization by a) the US
president or the US high-ranking official; b) the head of a global multilateral
economic institution (such as IMF, World Bank or WTO); b) the leader of a
developing country. Compare their speeches. Are there any similarities or
differences? How can they be explained?

Unit 4. Globalization and Knowledge Society

Topics for discussion
1. What are the meanings of the concepts of postindustrial society,
information society, knowledge society?
2. What are the benefits and disadvantages of knowledge societies?
3. What is the knowledge gap? Can it be overcome? How?

Required readings:

1. Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader. Ed. by
Patrick O’Meara, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. Indiana
University Press, 2000. (Part 8. Forecasting the Future: Innovations,
Technology, Winners, and Losers).

2. Vladislav L. Inozemtsev. The Inevitability Of a Post-Industrial World:
Concerning The Polarity Of Today's World Order. Global FOCUS, 2001,
Vol. 13, No. 2., pp. 60-79.

3. Gili S. Drori. Information Society as a Global Policy Agenda: What
Does It Tell Us About the Age of Globalization? International Journal of
Comparative Sociology, 2007, VVol. 48 (4), pp. 297-316.



Additional readings:

4. Lester Thurow. Creating Wealth. The New Rules for Individuals,
Companies and Countries in a Knowledge-Based Economy. London:
Nicholas Brealey, 1999.

5. Manuel Castells. The Rise of the Network Society, The Information Age:
Economy, Society and Culture, Vol. I. Cambridge, MA; Oxford, UK:
Blackwell (1996) (second edition, 2000).

6. Knowledge  Society -  European  Commission  Homepage.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/knowledge_society/index_
en.htm

7. Towards Knowledge Societies (UNESCO World Report). UNESCO,
2005. http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=20507&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html

8. Evers, H.-D. Knowledge society and the knowledge gap. Paper presented
at the conference on “Globalisation, Culture and Inequalities”

(Kebansaan University, Malaysia, 19-21 August 2002).
(http://www.unibielefeld.de/soz/iw/pdf/evers_2.pdf).

Assignment

What is your idea of a postindustrial society? Can you see any elements
of such a kind of a society immediately around you? How do you assess your
own prospects for success in a globalized postindustrial, or knowledge, society?
How are you preparing to be competitive in a knowledge society? Write a brief
essay answering these questions.

Unit 5. Globalization and Hegemony

Topics for discussion
1. Can globalization be directed, managed and controlled?
2. What is the role of the West and the United States in shaping
globalization?
3. Can America be viewed as the world’s dominant empire and the
principal beneficiary of globalization? Why?
4. Does globalization amount to Americanization?

Required readings:
1. Kenneth N. Waltz. Realism and International Politics. New York:
Routledge, 2008. (essay Globalization and Governance).
2. Fareed Zakaria. The Future of American Power:
How America Can Survive the Rise of the Rest. Foreign Affairs,
May/June 2008.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Network_society
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/knowledge_society/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/knowledge_society/index_en.htm
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=20507&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=20507&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://www.unibielefeld.de/soz/iw/pdf/evers_2.pdf

Additional readings:

3. Dinesh D’Souza. What’s So Great About America. Washington (DC):
Regnery Publishing, 2002.

4. Anatol Lieven. America Right or Wrong. An Anatomy of American
Nationalism. New York: HarperCollins, 2004.

5. Ziauddin Sardar, Merryl W. Davis. Why Do People Hate America?
Cambridge: Icon Books, 2002.

6. David Harvey. The New Imperialism. Oxford, New York: Oxford
University Press, 2003.

7. Joseph S. Nye. The Paradox of American Power. Why the World’s Only
Superpower Can’t Go It Alone. Oxford, New York: Oxford University
Press, 2002.

8. Benjamin Barber. Fear’s Empire. War, Terrorism, and Democracy. New
York, London: W.W. Norton&Co., 2003.

9. Niall Fergusson. Colossus: The Price of America’s Empire. New York:
Basic Books, 2004.

10. Kishore Mahbubani. The New Asian Hemisphere: The Irresistable Shift
of Global Power to the East. Public Affairs, 2008.

Assignment

What are the benefits and burdens for America of its global leadership? Is

the world ultimately better off with the United States as the most influential
power? Write a brief essay.

Unit 6. Downsides, Threats and Risks of Globalization. Resistance to
Globalization

Topics and issues for discussion

Do you agree that globalization leads to more inequality? Why?

Does globalization engender new risks and dangers? In what ways?
What is the relationship between globalization and terrorism?

Is there any possibility that globalization might come to an abrupt or
even disastrous end?

What are the forms of resistance to globalization?

Could you join the anti-globalization movement? Why?

W=

o o

Required readings:

1.

2.

Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader. Ed. by
Patrick O’Meara, Howard D. Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. Indiana
University Press, 2000. (Part 4. Conflict and Security in a New World
Order).

James H. Mittelman. The Globalization Syndrome: Transformation and
Resistance. Princeton University Press, 2000. (Chapter 4. Global Poverty



and Gender; Chapter 9. Conceptualizing Resistance to Globalization;
Chapter 11. Global Organized Crime).

Additional readings:

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

Jagdish N. Bhagwati. Coping With Antiglobalization: A Trilogy of
Discontents. Foreign Affairs, January/February 2002.

Ethan B. Kapstein. The New Global Slave Trade. Foreign Affairs,
November/December 2006.

Stanley Hoffmann. Clash of Globalizations. Foreign Affairs, July/August
2002.

David Dollar and Aart Kraay. Spreading the Wealth. Foreign Affairs,
January/February 2002.

James K. Galbraith. By the Numbers. Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002.
(on rising inequality as a result of globalization).

Joe W. Pitts. Inequality Is No Myth. Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002.
Andrew Wells-Dang. Having It Both Ways. Foreign Affairs, July/August
2002. (globalization and economic inequality).

10. Douglas Farah, Stephen Braun. The Merchant of Death. Foreign Policy.

November/December 2006.
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story id=3600

11. Robert O. Keohane. The Globalization of Informal Violence, Theories of

World Politics, and the ““Liberalism of Fear”. Dialogue 10 (2002), 1: 29-
43. Volume 1. Issue 01 - Jan 2002.

Assignment:

Present a case-study of a particular situation or a problem illustrating

negative sides of globalization.

Unit 7. Globalization and East Asia

Topics and issues for discussion

1. What is the relationship between globalization and regionalism?

2. What kind of impact does globalization have on the countries in East
Asia?

3. What is the mutual relationship between globalization and East Asian
regionalism? Are they conflicting or reinforcing each other?

4. Which countries in East Asia have achieved the biggest success in
terms of globalization? Which countries have been unsuccessful?
Why?

5. What lessons, if any, can Russia draw from East Asia’s experience
with globalization?

Required readings:

10


http://www.foreignpolicy.com/resources/directory.php?issue_id=157#157
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=149065##

James H. Mittelman. The Globalization Syndrome: Transformation and
Resistance. Princeton University Press, 2000. (Chapter 6. The “New
Regionalism”).

Political Economy and the Changing Global Order. Ed. by Richard
Stubbs and Geoffrey R.D. Underthill. Oxford University Press Canada,
2000. (Richard Stubbs. Introduction: Regionalization and Globalization;
Richard Higgot. Regionalism in the Asia-Pacific: Two Steps Forward,
One Step Back?; Walter Hatch. Regionalization Trumps Globalization:
Japanese Production Networks in Asia; Shaun Breslin. China:
Geopolitics and the Political Economy of Hesitant Integration).

Yong Deng and Thomas G. Moore. China Views Globalization: Toward
a New Great-Power Politics? The Washington Quarterly, Summer 2004,
pp. 117-136.

Additional readings:

4.

9.

Demystifying Globalization. Ed. by Colin Hay and David Marsh.
Palgrave, 2000. (Chapter In But Not of the World? Japan, Globalization
and the “End of History”” by John Clammer).

Comparing Regionalisms: Implications for Global Development. Ed. by
Bjorn Hettne, Andras Inotai and Osvaldo Sunkel. Palgrave, 2001.
(Chapters Regionalism, Security and Development: A Comparative
Perspective by Bjorn Hettne; Subregional Responses to Globalization by
James H. Mittelman).

Hidetaka Yoshimatsu. Japan and East Asia in Transition: Trade Policy,
Crisis and Evolution, and Regionalism. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.
(Introduction; Japan and China in Regional Cooperation; Conclusions).
The European Union and East Asia: Interregional Linkages. Ed. by Peter
W. Preston and Julie Gilson. Edward Elgar Publishing Inc., 2001.
(Chapter East Asia: Emergent Regional Dynamics by Peter W. Preston).
International Relations Theory and the Asia-Pacific. Ed. by G. John
Ikenberry and Michael Mastanduno. Columbia University Press, 2003.
(Part 2.Politics, Economics, and Stability).

Beeson, Mark. Regionalism and Globalization in East Asia: Politics,
Security, Economic Development. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.

10.Globalisation and Economic Security in East Asia: Governance and

Institutions. Ed. by Nesadurai Helen E.S. London; New York: Routledge,
2006.

11.Globalisation and East Asia: opportunities and challenges. Ed. by Fatemi

Khosrow. New York: International Business Press, 2006.

12.Henry Y. Wan. Harnessing globalization: a review of East Asian case

histories. Hackensack, NJ: World Scientific, 2006.

13.Asia’s New Institutional Architecture. Ed. by Vinod K. Aggarval and Min

Gyo Koo. Springer, 2007.

11



14. Gilbert Rozman. Northeast Asia’s Stunted Regionalism. Bilateral
Distrust In the Shadow of Globalization. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2004.

Assignment:

Present a bDbrief case-study of an East Asian country engaged in
globalization. How is it involved in globalization? Overall, does this country
benefit or lose as a result of globalization? Why?

Unit 8. Globalization and Russia
Topics and issues for discussion

1. Is it possible to say that Russia is “globalizing”? Why?

2. What are the positive and negative effects of globalization for Russia?

3. Is Russia as a nation-state getting stronger or weaker as a result of

globalization?

What policies should Russia pursue to make the most of globalization?

Which social strata and regions in Russia benefit from globalization

most? Why?

6. In terms of globalization, what are the strengths and weaknesses of the
Russian Far East??

o s

Required readings:

1. Cepreii JIaBpoB. Hacmoswee u 6yoywee e106aibHOU NOJUMUKU: 832]1510
u3 Mocxewi. Poccus B rino0anbHoi nonutuke. No2. Mapt-anpens 2007.

2. Bacumuit Muxees. Jlocuxa enobanuzayuu u unmepecwt Poccuu. Pro et
Contra. Ne4. Ocenp 1999.

3. I''M. BenbsamunoB. Poccus u enobanuzayus. Poccus B rimodaapHON
noymtrke. Ne3, maii-urons 2006.

Additional readings:

4. A. A. KokomwH. Peanvuulil cysepeHumem 6 co8pemMeHHOU
muponoaumuyecxkou cucmeme. M.: I3narensctBo «EBpomnay, 2006.

5. B.IO. Cypxkos. Cyseperumem — 3mo noaumuueckuii CUHOHUM
KouKypenmocnocoonocmu. 22.02.2006 —
http://www.edinoros.ru/news.html?id=111198.

6. Anekceit boratypoB. Cundpom noenowenus 6 mupogoi noaumuxe. Pro et
Contra. #4. Ocens 1999.

Z Instead of the Far East, any region of Russia can be used as a reference point, depending on where and to
whom the course is taught.

12


http://www.edinoros.ru/news.html?id=111198

7. Kimayc 3er6epc. Cuusas nockymuoe ooesino... (Lllancet u puck
enooanuzayuu 6 Poccuu). Pro et Contra. #4. Ocens 1999.

Assignment:

Analyze several policy speeches or articles by Russian state leaders or
high ranking officials (over the period of the past two years) in which they refer
to globalization. What are their views of globalization? How can they be
explained?

Appendix to the Course
“Globalization and the International System”

Questionnaire for students taking the course

Students will be asked to respond to a questionnaire on globalization during the first
class meeting. They can choose among the provided items or give their own answers. The
survey will give students a general idea of what they should expect during the course and
help stimulate their reflective thinking on the subject. During the final class, the students will
be required to fill out the same questionnaire. This time they will not only have to simply
choose the answers provided, but also explain their answers in writing. This will play a role
of the final course exam. It would also be interesting to compare the results of the initial and
final surveys.

1. Do you know what globalization is?
A) Yes, | know very well.

B) | have some vague knowledge.

C) I have no idea.

2. Which of the following definitions of globalization are the most relevant? (you
can choose from one to three answers):

A) Globalization is the growth of interdependence between the world’s peoples and
states.

B) Globalization is the emergence of a single global space.

C) Globalization is the emergence of a global economic and financial system.

D) Globalization is the result of rapid development of new technologies (computers,
internet and so forth).

E) Globalization is the spread of unified political, economic and cultural standards
worldwide.

F) Globalization is the global spread of western values.

G) Globalization is the erosion of state boundaries and barriers, leading to freer flows of
people, goods, capital and information.

H) Globalization is the spread of democracy worldwide.

1) Other (propose your own definition)

(Explain your answer(s)).

3. Which of the following items is the most relevant manifestation of globalization?
(choose one answer)
A) PC with the internet access

13



B) Cell phone

C) Plastic credit card

D) Supermarket

E) Airline flight Vladivostok — Bangkok

F) Shopping trip to Suifenhe (a Chinese city just across the border, a popular destination
for tourists from the Russian Far East).

G) Other (suggest your own answer)

(Explain your answer).

4. Who of the following persons are the most relevant symbols of globalization?
(choose two answers):

A) Osama bin Laden

B) Vladimir Putin

C) Bill Gates

D) George W. Bush

E) The Pope (of Roman-Catholic Church).

F) Britney Spears

G) Other (suggest your own answer)

(Explain your answers).

5. Which of the following countries benefit the most from globalization? (choose
two answers):

A) Zimbabwe

B) Great Britain

C) China

D) Mongolia

E) The United States

F) Iran

G) Brazil

H) Japan

(Explain your answers).

6. How does globalization affect Russia? (choose one answer):

A) Globalization is good for Russia and brings it considerable benefits.

B) In general, globalization is positive for Russia, but it has certain negative
consequences.

C) Overall, globalization is detrimental to Russia, though it still has some positive
effects.

D) Globalization is outright bad for Russia.

(Explain your answer).

7) Do you personally benefit from globalization? (choose one answer):

A) Globalization benefits me a lot.

B) In general, globalization is good for me, but, in certain regards, it makes me worse off.
C) In general, globalization makes me worse off, although it still has some benefits for
me.

D) Globalization is outright bad for me.

(Explain your answer).

14



8) Can globalization be managed? Or is it not subject to any control and regulation?
(choose one answer):

A) Globalization is a consciously designed and managed process.

B) Globalization can be regulated, although this is not easy.

C) Globalization is, by its very nature, not subject to any control and regulation.

(Explain your answer).

9) If globalization is managed and regulated to any extent, who controls its leverage?
(choose one answer):

A) All the world’s states collectively.

B) The biggest and most powerful states.

C) The Western states.

D) The United States.

E) Transnational corporations and banks.

F) Global financial and economic institutions (WTO, IMF, World Bamk).

G) Other (propose your own answer) :
(Explain your answer).
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