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MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Syllabus  

Intended for MA students in social anthropology and sociology 
 
Course is aimed at providing the students knowledge on the migration main issues and 

debates and the main approaches to the migration studies. It has a focus on the development 
influenced by the migration processes. The course strives to demonstrate multidimensional 
approach and to emphasize social and cultural aspects of migration and development. 

By the end of the course the students are expected to have solid knowledge on the 
migration theoretical issues, critical vision of the migration and development situation in 
Armenia, methodological skills for conceptualization and operationalization of the migration 
issues, development of the indicators and description of a social situation through them. The 
students will also have an opportunity to develop and practice some analytical skills and observe 
the influence of some social aspects on each other. Diverse perspectives of sending and receiving 
countries, developed and developing countries, social, economical, historic and cultural contexts 
of migration processes, individual, group, community, state effects, etc. are the multidimensional 
aspects to be kept in mind while discussing migration and development issues. Social perspectives, 
the role of social and cultural capital, social networks, social mobility and human development in 
contrast of economic development are the issues to be highlighted in the course as an alternative 
to the spread economical bias  

The syllabus is intended for 12 lectures and 4 workshops. Students are required to prepare 
2 papers: the first one is to be descriptive and the second one – analytical. 
     

 
PART 1. THEORETICAL CONCEPTUALIZATION OF MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
Week 1 - 2.  Main theoretical concepts of migration; the most spread academic and political 
debates: economic, demographic, social, cultural and policy perspectives. 

• Massey D., Arango J., Kouaouci A., Pellegrino A., Taylor J. E., An evaluation of 
International Migration Theory: The North American Case, Population and Development 
Review, N20, 1994, pp. 699-752.  

• Migration Theory. Talking across disciplines, Brettell C., Holifeld J. (eds.), New York & 
London, 2008, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group.  

• Portes A., Immigration Theory for a New Century: Some Problems and Opportunities, The 
Handbook of International Migration: The American Experience, Hirschman Ch., Kasinitz 
Ph., DeWind J. (eds.), New York, 1999, Rassel Sage, pp. 21-33. 

• Wimmer A., Glick Schiller N., Methodological Nationalism and Beyond: Creation of a 
National State, Migration and Social Sciences, Global Networks N2(4), 2002, pp. 301-334. 
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Additional  

• Պողոսյան Ա., Միգրացիան մարդու, տեղի և տեղափոխության շրջագծում, Armenian 
Times Journal, http://prm.am/?p=2573.  

• Պողոսյան Ա., Միգրացիան՝ Էթնիկության, տրանսնացիոնալիզմի ու 
տրանսկուլտուրալիզմի արանքում, Armenian Times Journal, http://prm.am/?p=2562.  

• Borjas, G., Economic Theory and International Migration, International Migration Review, 
1989, N23, pp. 457-485. 

• Haris, J., Todaro M., Migration, Unemployment, and Development: a Two-Sector Analysis, 
American Economic Review, N60, 1970, pp. 126-142. 

• Lee, E., A Theory of Migration, Demography, N3, 1966, pp. 47-57. 

• Massey D., Arango J., Hugo G., Kouaouci A., Pellegrino A., Taylor J. E., Worlds in Motion: 
Understanding International Migration at the End of the Millennium, Oxford, 2005, 
Clarendon Press. 

• Piore, M., Birds of Passage: Migrant Labor and Industrial Societies, New York, 1980, 
Cambridge University Press. 

• Ravenstein E., The Laws of Migration, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, N52, 1889, 
pp. 241-301.  

 
Week 3. Main theoretical concepts of development and its dimension in the migration studies: 
economic and human development concepts, main indicators of human development, origin of 
development discourses in the migration studies, their assets and critiques.   

• Atkinson A., The Contributions of Amartya Sen to Welfare Economics, Scands J. of 
Economics,  1999, 101(2), pp. 173-190, 
http://ias7.berkeley.edu/academics/courses/center/fall2007/sehnbruch/ 
atkinson%201998%20contributions%20of%20sen%20to%20welf%20economics.pdf  

• Tungodden B., A balance view of development as freedom, WP, 2001: 14, 
http://bora.cmi.no/dspace/bitstream/10202/217/1/wp2001-14.pdf 

• Sen A., Social Exclusion: Concept, Application, and Scrutiny, Social Development Papers 
No. 1, Manila, 2000, Asian Development Bank; http://housingforall.org/Social_exclusion.pdf  

• Human Development Report 2011, http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_2011_EN_Complete.pdf 

 

Additional  

• Sen A., Development as Freedom, Oxford, 1999, Oxford University Press 

http://prm.am/?p=2573
http://prm.am/?p=2562
http://ias7.berkeley.edu/academics/courses/center/fall2007/sehnbruch/%20atkinson%201998%20contributions%20of%20sen%20to%20welf%20economics.pdf
http://ias7.berkeley.edu/academics/courses/center/fall2007/sehnbruch/%20atkinson%201998%20contributions%20of%20sen%20to%20welf%20economics.pdf
http://bora.cmi.no/dspace/bitstream/10202/217/1/wp2001-14.pdf
http://housingforall.org/Social_exclusion.pdf
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_2011_EN_Complete.pdf
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•  Թադևոսյան Ա., Գաբրելյան Մ., Աղքատության և գոյատևման պատկերը. 
հասարակության շերտավորման գործընթացները ՀՀ-ում, Եր., 2003 

Week 4. Group work and discussion on the topic “Picturing migration and development in RA”.  
The task: Operationalization of the notions of migration and development; development of the 
categories and indicators for picturing Armenian situation of the migration and development. The 
issues are first to be discussed in the groups, afterwards to be presented and summarized in the 
whole auditorium.  

Group 1. Operationalization and delineation of the categories through which migration in 
Armenia can be pictured 
Group 2. Operationalization and delineation of the categories through which development 
processes  in Armenia can be pictured 
Group 3. Operationalization and delineation of the categories through which human 
development processed in Armenia can be pictured 

 
 

PART 2. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVES AMONG MIGRANTS 
  

Week 5- 6. Integration and transnationalism/transculturation: the core ideas, multidimensional 
capital obtaining opportunities and challenges, migrants’ access to education, health, other public 
services, segmented assimilation, diasporal lifestyle, optimistic and pessimistic discourses, etc.  

• DeWind J, Kasinitz Ph., Everything Old is New Again? Processes and Theories of Immigrant 
Incorporation, International Migration Review, N31(4), 1997, pp. 1096-1111. 

• Alba R., Nee V., Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New Era of Immigration, The 
Handbook of International Migration: The American Experience, Hirschman Ch., Kasinitz 
Ph., DeWind J. (eds.), New York, 1999, Rassel Sage, pp. 137-160. 

• Vertovec S., Transnationalism, London & New York, 2009, Routledge. 

• Waldinger R., Fitzerald D., Transnationalism is question, American Journal of Sociology 
N109(5), 2004, pp.1177-96. 

 

Additional  

• Brettell C., Anthropology and Migration: Essays on Transnationalism, Ethnicity, and 
Identity, Walnut Creek & Lanham & New York & Oxford, 2003, AltaMira press. 

• Витковская Г., Кавказские мигранты в России: оценка и факторы адаптации, 
отношение местного населения, Кавказ-Россия: Миграция легальная и нелегальная, 
под ред. Искан-дарян А., Ер.: 2004, КИСМИ, с. 9-54. 

• Дамберг С., Чикадзе Е. Армяне в обувном бизнесе Петербурга, Этничность и 
экономика, под ред. Бредниковой О., Воронкова В., Чикадзе Е., вып.8. 2000, СПб.: 
Труды Центра независимых социологических исследований (ЦНСИ), с. 54-59. 
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• Погосян А. Адаптация армянских иммигрантов в России, Сборник кратких 
содержаний докладов международной научной конференции «Археология, 
этнология, фольклористика», Тбилиси, 2010, Меридиани, с. 512-515. 

 
Week 7. Isolation, deskillation, rainbow underclass assimilation, capital loses cases   

• Воронков В., Существует ли этническая экономика?, Этничность и экономика, под 
ред. Бредниковой О., Воронкова В., Чикадзе Е., вып. 8. 2000, СПб.: Труды Центра 
независимых социологических исследований (ЦНСИ), с. 42-47. 

• Betz H., The New Politics of Resentment: Radical Right-Wing populist parties in Western 
Europe, The Migration Reader: Exploring Politics and Policies, Messina A., Lahav G. (eds.), 
Boulder & Londen, 2006, Lynne Rienner Publishers, pp. 384-401.  

• Waldinger R., Feliciano C., Will the new second generation experience “downward 
assimilation”? Segmented assimilation re-assessed, Ethnic and Racial Studies, N27(3), 2004 
pp. 376–402. 

 

Additional 

• Погосян А., Легализация проживания и работы в России: как повысить 
информированность армянских мигрантов?, Миграционная политика в странах СНГ: 
потребности и альтернативы,  Казмеркевич П. (ак. рук.), Будапешт, 2011, Open Society 
Foundation/Local Governance Initiation (OSF/LGI), c. 115-149. http://lgi.osi.hu/cimg 
/0/1/4/1/8/Migratsionnaja_politika_v_stranah_SNG_poterbnosti_i_alternativy_2.pdf. 

• Погосян А., Армянские мигранты в России: разоблаченные чужие, Миграция XXI 
век, Независимый информационно-аналитический журнал, N6(9), ноябрь -декабрь 
2011, c. 42-43. 

• Погосян А., Беседа трех женщин (некоторые аспекты адаптации мигрантов), Город, 
Миграция, Рынок: Новый взгляд на социокультурные проблемы в исследованиях 
ученых Южного Кавказа, под ред. Хуцишвили С., Хоран Дж., Твилиси, 2011, Фонд 
им. Генриха Белля, с.126-147. 

• Deparle J., Struggling to Rise in Suburbs Where Failing Means Fitting In, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/19/us/19immig.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all  

 

Week 8. Group work and discussion on the topic “Picturing Armenian migrants` human 
development opportunities and challenges abroad”. 

Group 1. Development of the main criteria for describing Armenian migrants’ human 
development situation abroad 
Group 2. Development of the main criteria for describing Armenian migrants’ deskillation, 
and other cultural, social and economic capital loses   

http://www.indepsocres.spb.ru/sbornik8/8r_voronkov.htm
http://lgi.osi.hu/cimg%20/0/1/4/1/8/Migratsionnaja_politika_v_stranah_SNG_poterbnosti_i_alternativy_2.pdf
http://lgi.osi.hu/cimg%20/0/1/4/1/8/Migratsionnaja_politika_v_stranah_SNG_poterbnosti_i_alternativy_2.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/d/jason_deparle/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/19/us/19immig.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all
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PART 3. MIGRATIONS INFLUENCE ON THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN 

 
Week 9.  Return migration: Cases/type of return, returnee groups, return sustainability 

• Cerase F., Expectations and Reality: A Study of Return Migration from United States to 
Southern Italy, International Migration Review, N8(2), 1974, pp. 245-262. 

• King R., Generalization from the History of Return Migration, Retun Migration: Journey 
of Hope or Despair?, Ghosh B. (ed.), Geneva, 2000, International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), pp. 7-55.  

• Погосян А., Двойственное восприятие работы в среде армянских мигрантов, 
Сборник кратких содержаний докладов международной научной конференции 
«Археология, этнология, фольклористика», Тбилиси, 2011, Меридиани 

• Cassarino, J. P. Conditions of Modern Return Migrants – Editorial Introduction, 
International Journal on Multicultural Societies. 2008. 10:2, pp. 95-105, 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001812/181209e.pdf 

 

Additional 

• Anwar M., The Myth of Return: Pakistanis in Britain, London, 1979, Heinemann, 278 

• Cerase F., Nostalgia or Disenchantment: Consideration on Return Migration, The Italian 
Experience in the United States, Tomasi S., Engel M. (eds.), New York, 1970, Center for 
Migration Studies, pp. 217-239. 

• King R., Mortimer J., Strachan A., Return Migration and Tertiary Development: A 
Calabrian Case-Study, Anthropological Quarterly, N57(3), 1984, pp. 112-124. 

• Ruben R., Houte M., Davids T., What Determines the Embeddedness of Forced-Return 
Migrants? Rethinking the Role of Pre- and Post-Return Assistance, International 
Migration Review. 2009. 43:4 

 
Week 10 -11. Human, cultural, economic and other kind of outflows and inflows through 
emigration: social networks, economic and human remittances, economic, social and cultural 
capital, investments, transnational participation and influence, brain drain, perpetuation of the 
migration the sustainability of the development, etc. 

• Բուրդիե Պ., Կապիտալի ձևերը, Armenian Times Journal, 
http://prm.am/index.php/reaction/152-2011-05-20-10-08-04/2541-2011-10-31-18-04-04: 

• Levitt P., Social Remittances – Culture as a Development Tool, paper, 
http://idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/ getdocument.aspx?docnum=561717. 

• Portes A., Migration and Development: A Conceptual Review of the Evidence, Migration 
and Development: Perspectives from the South, Castels S., Wise R. (eds.), Geneva, 2008, 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), pp. 17-42 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001812/181209e.pdf
http://prm.am/index.php/reaction/152-2011-05-20-10-08-04/2541-2011-10-31-18-04-04
http://idbdocs.iadb.org/wsdocs/%20getdocument.aspx?docnum=561717
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• Թադևոսյան Ա., Միգրացիա. Մարդկային զարգացման արդի միտումներ, 
Մարդկային զարգացման ազգային զեկույց: Միգրացիա և մարդկային զարգացում. 
Հնարավորութ-յուններ և մարտահրավերներ, Եր., 2009, ՄԱԿ-ի Զարգացման 
ծրագիր (ՄԱԶԾ), էջ 143-168: 

• Գևորգյան Վ., Աղքատություն, անհավասարություն և միգրացիա, Մարդկային 
զարգացման ազգային զեկույց: Միգրացիա և մարդկային զարգացում. 
hնարավորություններ և մարտահրավերներ, Եր., 2009, ՄԱԿ-ի Զարգացման 
ծրագիր (ՄԱԶԾ), էջ 55-82: 
 

Additional 

• Եգանյան Ռ., Միգրացիոն միտումներ, գլոբալացում և մարդկային զարգացում, 
Մարդկային զարգացման ազգային զեկույց: Միգրացիա և մարդկային զարգացում. 
hնարավորություններ և մարտահրավերներ, Եր., 2009, ՄԱԶԾ, էջ 23-52: 

• Թադևոսյան Ա., Արտագաղթի հետևանքների արտացոլումը Երևան քաղաքի 
հասարակական-մշակութային կյանքում 1991-1996 թթ., «Երևան» գիտական 
հոդվածների ժողովածու, Եր., 2006, Երևան քաղաքի պատմության թանգարան, էջ 
62-67: 

• Levitt P., Social Remittances: A Local-Level Migration Driven Form of Cultural Diffusion, 
International Migration Review, N32(4), 1998, pp. 926-948. 

• Levitt P., Transnational Migration: Taking Stock and Future Directions, Global Networks 
N1(3), 2001, pp. 195–216. 

• Migration and Development: Perspectives from the South, Castels S., Wise R. (eds.), 
Geneva, 2008, International Organization for Migration (IOM), pp. 17-42. 

 
Week 12. Group work and discussion on the topic “Picturing migration influence on the 
Armenian society development processes”. 

Group 1. Development of multidimentional criteria for describing human, cultural, 
economic and other kind of outflows from Armenia through emigration of labour migrants  
Group 2. Development of multidimentional criteria for describing human, cultural, 
economic and other kind of inflows from Armenia through emigration of students 
Group 3. Development of multidimentional criteria for description possible human, cultural, 
economic and other kind of inflows to Armenia as a result of return 
Group 3.Development of multidimentional criteria for description possible human, cultural, 
economic and other kind of inflows to Armenia as a result of return of student migrants 
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PART 4. MIGRATION AND WORLD GLOBAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Week 13. Modernization and globalization. 

• Appandurai A., Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization, Minneapolis, 
1996, University of Minnesota Press. 

• Papastergiadis N., The Turbulence of Migration: Globalization, Deteritorialization and 
Hibridity, Cambridge & Malden, 2007, Polity Press 

• Штомпка П., Социология социальных изменений, М., 2004 . 

 

Additional 

• Chamber I., Migrancy, Culture, Identity, London & New York, 1994, Routledge. 

• Hall S., Minimal Selves, Identity. The Real Me. Post-Modernism and Question of Identity, 
Appignanesi L. (ed.), Institute for Contemporary Art (ICA) Documents 6, London, 1987, 
ICA, p. 41-52. 

• Sassen S., Globalization and its Discontent, New York, 1998, The New Press 

  

Week 14. Migration and inequality: gender and ethnic aspects of migration, inequality between 
societies: 

• Amin S., Unequal Development: An Essay on the Social Formation of Peripheral Capitalism, 
New York, 1976, Monthly Review Press, 378 p. 

• Goldfrank, W., Paradigm Regained? The Rules of Wallerstein's World-System Method. 
Journal of World-Systems Research. 2000, N6 (2) pp. 150-195  

• Pessar P., On the Homefront and in the Workplace: Integrating Immigrant Women into 
Feminist Discourse, Anthropological Quarterly, N68(1), 1995, pp. 37-47.  

• Pessar P., The Elusive Enclave: Ethnicity, Class, and Nationality among Latino 
Entrepreneurs in Greater Washington, D.C., Human Organization, N54(4), 1995, pp. 383-
392. 

 
Additional 

• Amin S., Accumulation on a World Scale: A Critique of the Theory of Underdevelopment, 
New York, 1974, Monthly Review Press. 

• Walerstein I., The Modern World System I: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the 
European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century (With a new prologue), Berkeley & Los 
Angeles & London, 2011, University of California Press. 
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• Walerstein I., The Modern world System II: Mercantilism and the Consolidation of the 
European World-Economy, 1600-1750 (With a new prologue), Berkeley & Los Angeles & 
London, 2011, University of California Press. 

• Pessar P., The Role of Gender, Households and Social Networks in the Migration Process: A 
review and Appraisal, The Handbook of International Migration: The American Experience, 
Hirschman Ch., Kasinitz Ph., DeWind J. (eds.), New York, 1999, Rassel Sage, pp. 53-70. 

 
Week 15. Migration and social policy: main actors, trends, debates and influences. 

• Migration without borders. Essays on the Free Movement of People, Pecoud A., De 
Guchteneire P. (eds.), Paris & New York & Oxford, 2007, UNESCO Publishing & Berghahn 
books. 

• Zolberg A., International Migration in Political Perspective, The Migration Reader: 
Exploring Politics and Policies, Messina A., Lahav G., Boulder & Londen, 2006, Lynne 
Rienner Publishers, pp. 63-88. 

• Ghosh B., Return Migration: Reshaping Policy Approaches, Retun Migration: Journey of 
Hope or Despair?, Ghosh B. (ed.), Geneva, 2000, IOM, pp. 181-226. 

 

Additional 

• Iskandar N., Creative States: Forty Years of Migration and Development Policy in Morocco 
and Mexico, Ithaca & London, 2010, Cornell University Press. 

• Mudde C., The Relationship Between Immigration and Nativism in Europe and North 
America, Washington, D.C., 2012, Migration Policy Institute. 

• Poghosyan A., Shakhsuvaryan A., Between National Security and Freedom of Choice: The 
Russian “Nationals Program”’ and its Effects on Armenian Migration, Norwegian Institute of 
International Affairs (NUPI), 2012, http://english.nupi.no/Activities/Departments/ 
Department-of-Russian-and-Eurasian-Studies/Prosjekter/Regional-Competence-Building-
for-Think-Tanks-in-the-South-Caucasus-and-Central-Asia 

 
Week 16. Group work and discussion on the topic “Armenia in the world processes from 
migration and migration policy development perspectives”. 

Group 1. Other influence of migration (besides capital in/outflows) on the Armenia  
Group 2. Influence of migration on the changes and transition processes in Armenia 
Group 3. Armenian main objectives in the sphere of migration policy 

 

http://english.nupi.no/Activities/Departments/%20Department-of-Russian-and-Eurasian-Studies/Prosjekter/Regional-Competence-Building-for-Think-Tanks-in-the-South-Caucasus-and-Central-Asia
http://english.nupi.no/Activities/Departments/%20Department-of-Russian-and-Eurasian-Studies/Prosjekter/Regional-Competence-Building-for-Think-Tanks-in-the-South-Caucasus-and-Central-Asia
http://english.nupi.no/Activities/Departments/%20Department-of-Russian-and-Eurasian-Studies/Prosjekter/Regional-Competence-Building-for-Think-Tanks-in-the-South-Caucasus-and-Central-Asia
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TASKS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PAPER PREPARATION 
 

Task 1. Prepare a paper on the description of the Armenian picture in one of listed dimensions (to 
include discussion of operationalization, delineation of main categories and definition). Paper is to 
be presented by the end of the Week 10. 

1. Main types of emigration from Armenia and main destinations   
2. Groups of Armenian migrants: Socio-economic, demographic and cultural description 
3. Labour migration in Armenia  
4. Students migration in Armenia 
5. Human development in Armenia 
6. Armenian migrants’ employment abroad  
7. Deskillation among Armenian migrants abroad 
8. Armenian migrants’ educational and career opportunities abroad 
9. Armenian labor migrants’ living conditions abroad 
10. Armenian migrants’ legal status abroad 
 

Task 2. Prepare a paper on any of the listed issues (to include discussion of operationalization, 
selection of any dimension of influence, argumentation of the choice, delineation of main 
categories and conceptualization of the correlations) Paper is to be presented by the end of the 
Week 15. 

1. Influence of migration on the migrant education  
2. Influence of migration on the migrant career development 
3. Influence of migration on the education opportunities of 1 and 1.5/2 generations of 

migrants  
4. Influence of migration on the labor market of Armenia 
5. Influence of migration on the demographic situation of Armenia  
6. Influence of migration on the family relationships 
7. Influence of migration on the community development 
8. Influence of migration on the civil society formation 
9. Influence of migration on the gender issues 
10. Influence of migration on the poverty reduction 

 
 
Useful Sources the paper preparation 

• Եգանյան Ռ., Միգրացիոն զարգացումներ, միտումներ և հիմնախնդիրներ, ՎԵՄ 
համահայկական հանդես, N2(30), 2010, էջ 11-25: 

• Եգանյան Ռ., Կույումջյան Կ., Ետխորհրդային Հայաստանի 
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