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Course Description:

This course offers to MA students in social sciences an in-depth social and historical presentation
of the mass education system in South Eastern Europe and the Western Soviet Republics
(namely: the late Russian Empire, interwar Romania (Bessarabia) and Soviet Moldavia (MASSR
and MSSR)) during the 1918 — 1956 period, when different political regimes competed in the
region. The instructor will provide for discussion a series of relevant statistical and narrative
materials concerning the schooling process in the given area, in a comparative perspective
(structured by region, political regime, social environment). Different theoretical models
(historical sociology, social history, historical anthropology) will be discussed and applied in
order to find pertinent and appropriate approaches and interpretive frameworks for understanding
the presented data. The instructor and the students will seek to identify the strategies elaborated
and applied by different state regimes towards the schooling process, aiming at constructing a
specific national, state and/ or federal community and identity, according to specific political and
national agendas. In that sense, students will acquire the ability to analyze the contents of school
education (programs, teaching guides, textbooks) and the concrete ways in which these contents
were communicated to pupils through classes and extra-curricular activities. Not least, students
will study the multiple (not always favorable) responses articulated by the target population
(schoolchildren and their parents) to the schooling process. At the practical level, students will
acquire a number of research skills and strategies in order to discover and elaborate a sufficient
body of quantitative and qualitative data. At the end of the course, the students should be able to
analyze them in a critical and reflexive way (the usual biases will be taken into account). Thus,
each student will examine one case study on a narrow aspect of the history of public education
and will present it in class. In addition to their pedagogical and methodological rationale, these
case studies will complete the general picture of the course topic.

Topics and readings:

1. The public school education in the 20" century Eastern Europe (Bessarabia and
Transnistria): Introduction.

a. The public education at the peripheries of Russian Empire (and Bessarabia) at the
early 20" century: modernizing agenda by preventing nationalisms.

b. The public education in the Interwar Romania (and Bessarabia): an unequal
expansion.

c. The public schooling in the Interwar Transnistria (MASSR/USSR): ‘cultural
revolution’ and ‘mass mobilization’.



Readings: Eklof, 1986: 1-16; Dowler, 2001: 3-20, Colesnic-Codreanca, 2003: 20-36;
Livezeanu, 1995 (139-149); Mihalache, 2012: 275-294; Fitzpatrick, 1979: 159-176;
Eklof, 2012: 140-166; Negura 2006, 2010.

. The history of modern mass education in relation to the “awakening of nations” in
the Western and Eastern Europe during the 19" and 20™ centuries.

a. Elite formation and mass schooling: from Enlightenment to the “national
awakening”.

b. The nation before the state or the state before the nation? Primordialist and
constructivist theories of nation in relation to the visions upon the education
process.

c. Learning the nation: education policies and practices within the context of nation
building process in Eastern Europe.

Readings: Thiesse, 2000: 171-184; Smith, 1998: 39-58; E. Weber, 1976: 3-21; 303-338;
Gellner, 1983 (2006): 8-14; Sugar, 2002: 5-21; 226-250.

. The public mass education: sociological approaches
a. The mass education: between ‘sponsored mobility’ and ‘contest mobility’;
b. The public education as symbolic violence and social reproduction institution;
c. The ‘side effects’ of the democratization of the public education.
Readings: Turner, 1960: 855-867; Bourdieu, 1970: 89-129; Boudon, 2000: 9-31;
Fitzpatrick, 1979.

The State / Nation-building through school textbooks.
a. National education in the textbooks for public schools in Western Europe (France,
England, Germany);
b. The Romanian school textbooks in the Interwar period: educating the
‘Romanianness’;
c. ‘Revolution” and nation-building in the school textbooks in MASSR
(Transnistria).
Readings: Thiesse, 1997 (Introduction); Clark, 1984: 26-59; Murgescu, 1999: 95-119;
excerpts from textbooks (Romanian, Soviet).

. The social and cultural construction of genders in the public schools in Europe
during the first half of the 20" century.

a. Educating the girls in European public schools: mothers, wives; citizens;

b. Educating the boys in European public schools: soldiers, workers, citizens;

c. Popular attitudes towards girls’ school education. The cases of Romanian

Bessarabia and Soviet Transnistria.

Readings: Clark, 1984: 5-25; Adler, 2011: 13-27; Ewing, 2010: “Why Single-Sex
Schooling?””; Archive documents and oral testimonies.

Integrating and segregating ethnic minorities through the public schooling in the
20™ century Eastern Europe.

a. Building the nation in the ‘minority’ schools in France and Germany;

b. Assimilation policies and cultural preservation in the ‘ethnic minorities’ schools



in Interwar Romania.
c. ‘Affirmative action’ policies and incoherent linguistic policies in the MASSR
(national Soviet) schools.
Readings: Weber, 1976: 303-338; Lamberti, 1989: 109-144; Livezeanu, 1995: 144-156;
King, 68-77; Negura, 2006. Archival documents and oral testimonies.

7. The public mass education as an institution of ‘legitimate (symbolic) violence’.
a. The system of school discipline in Western Europe, Tsarist Russia and USSR
(1900-1950);
b. Case study: the application of corporal punishments in Romanian Bessarabia
(1918-1940)
Readings: Bourdieu, 1970: 18-84; Krop, 1999: 109-132; Caron, 1999: 58-113; Gardner,
1996: 141-163; Negura, 2010: 159-175; Archival documents; oral testimonies.

8. The adult literacy: eradicating backwardness and spreading of political
enlightenment in the Eastern Europe and USSR.
a. The ‘uses of literacy’ in the Western European popular milieus;
b. The ‘Liquidation of Illiteracy’ campaigns in the USSR during the 1920-30s.
c. Case study: the literacy campaign in the Post-War Soviet Moldavia (1945-1955).
Readings: Hoggart 1956: 35-64; Clark, 2000: 15-40; Werth, 1986: 19-36; Negura, 20009:
445-452.

9. The responses of the civilian population towards the public education in the 20"
century.
a. The school attendance in the public schools in Europe, Romania, and USSR,;
b. Case study: the mass drop-out and contends between parents and teachers in the
public primary schools in the Interwar Bessarabia.
Readings: Giolitto, 2003: 165-176; Mihalache, 2012: 275-294; Negura, 2010: 159-175;
Archive documents; oral testimonies.

10. - 11. Collecting and analyzing archive documents; recording and listening for
testimonies about the schooling experience in the 20™ century Romania, Moldavia,
USSR.

a. Selecting and reading institutional documents: tools of content analysis;
b. Questioning, codifying, understanding oral testimonies: methods and techniques
of collecting and analyzing interviews about the school experience.
Readings: Atkinson, 2006: 9-40: 101-128; Lieblich, Tuval-Mashiach, Zilber, 2006: 9-
34; Krippendorff, 2012; Schreier, 2012; Archive documents and interviews.

12. Conclusions. Presentation and discussion of students’ case studies.



Recommended Bibliography:

ADLER, Elyana R., The Education of Jewish Girls in Tsarist Russia. Detroit: Wayne State
University Press, 2011.

ANDERSON, Benedict, Imagined communities: reflections on the origin and spread of
nationalism. London, New York: Verso, 1991.

ATKINSON, Robert, Povestea vietii. Interviul. Iasi: Polirom, 2006.

BARDIN, Laurence, L ‘analyse de contenu. Paris: PUF, 1998.

BENAVOT, Aaron and RIDDLE, Phyllis, “The Expansion of Primary Education, 1870-1940:
Trends and Issues”, Sociology of Education, Vol. 61, No. 3 (Jul., 1988), pp. 191-210.
BERELOWITCH, Wladimir, La soviétisation de 1’Ecole russe, 1917-1931, Lausanne, L’Age
d’or, 1990.

BOUDON, Raymond, « Les causes des inégalités scolaires », in BOUDON, Raymond ; CUIN,
Charles-Henry ; MASSOT, Alain, L’Axiomatique des inégalités des chances. Paris, Québec:
L’Harmattan, 2000.

BOUDON, Raymond, L’Inégalité des chances. La mobilité sociale dans les sociétés
industrielles. Paris : Colin, 1973.

BOURDIEU, Pierre, PASSERON, Jean-Claude, La Reproduction. Eléments pour une théorie du
systeme d’enseignement. Paris : Minuit, 1970.

BROCKLISS, Laurence and SHELDON, Nicola (eds.), Mass Education and the Limits of State
Building. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2012.

BROOKS, Jeffrey, When Russia Learned to Read. Literacy and Popular Literature, 1861-1917.
Evanston, Illinois: Northwestern University Press, 2003.

CARON, Jean-Claude, A4 [’école de la violence. Chdtiments et sévices dans l’institution scolaire
au XIXe siecle. Paris : Aubier, 1999.

CLARK, Charles E., Uprooting otherness: the literacy campaign in NEP-era Russia.
Selinsgrove (Pa.): Susquehanna University Press; London, Cranbury, NJ : Associated University
Presses, 2000.

CLARK, Linda L., Schooling the daughters of Marianne: textbooks and the socialization of
girls in modern French primary schools. Albany, N.Y.: State University of New York Press,
1984,

COLESNIC-CODREANCA, Lidia, Limba romdna in Basarabia (1812-1918), Studiu
sociolingvistic pe baza materialelor de arhiva. Chiginau: Museum, 2003.

DOWLER, Wayne, Classroom and Empire. The Politics of Schooling Russia’s Eastern
Nationalities, 1870-1917. Montreal & Kingston, London, Ithaca: McGill-Queen’s University
Press, 2001.

EKLOF, Ben with PETERSON, Nadezhda, “Laska i Poriadok: The Daily Life of the Rural
School in Late Imperial Russia,” The Russian Review, Vol. 69 (January 2010), pp. 7-29.

EKLOF, Ben, Russian Peasant Schools: Officialdom, Village Culture, and Popular Pedagogy,
1861-1914. Berkeley, Los Angeles, London: University of California Press, 1986.

EWING, E. Thomas, “Ethnicity at School: ‘Non-Russian’ Education in the Soviet Union during
the 1930s”, History of Education, Vol. 35, No. 4-5, July—September 2006, pp. 499-519.
EWING, E. Thomas, “Maternity and Modernity: Soviet women teachers and the contradictions
of Stalinism”, Women s History Review, Vol. 19, No. 3, July 2010, pp. 451-477.



EWING, E. Thomas, Separate schools: gender, policy and practice in postwar Soviet education.
[llinois: Northern Illinois University Press, 2010.

FITZPATRICK, Sheila (ed.), Cultural Revolution in Russia, 1928-1931. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1978.

FITZPATRICK, Sheila, Education and Social Mobility in the Soviet Union, 1921-1934.
Cambridge, London, New York, Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 1979.

FORTNA, Benjamin C., Learning to read in the late Ottoman Empire and the Early Turkish
Republic. Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan, 2011.

GARDNER, Philip, “The giant at the front: young teachers and corporal punishment in inter-war
elementary schools”, in History of Education, London, 1996, vol. 25. issue 2, pp. 141-163.
GIOLITTO, Pierre, Histoire de ['’Ecole. Maitres et écoliers de Charlemagne a Jules Ferry. Paris,
Imago, 2003.

HOGGART, Richard, The Uses of Literacy. London: Chatto and Windus, 1956.

HOLMES, Larry E., “Soviet Schools: Policy Pursues Practice, 1921-1928”, Slavic Review, Vol.
48, No. 2 (Summer, 1989), pp. 234-253.

HOLMES, Larry E., Stalin’s School. Moscow’s Model School No. 25, 1931-1937. Pittsburgh:
University of Pittsburgh Press, 1999.

HOLMES, Larry E., The Kremlin and the Schoolhouse. Reforming Education in Soviet Russia,
1917-1931. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1991.

KING, Charles, The Moldovans: Romania, Russia and the Politics of Culture. Hoover Institution
Press, 2000 (Moldovenii, Romdnia, Rusia §i politica culturala. Chisinau: Arc, 2002).
KRIPPENDORFF, Klaus, Content Analysis. An Introduction to Its Methodology. Los Angeles,
London: Sage Publications, 2012.

KROP, Jérome, ,,Punitions corporelles et actes de brutalité dans les écoles primaires publiques
du département de la Seine. 1880-1914”, in Histoire de [’Education, 2008, N° 118.

LAMBERTI, Marjorie, State, Society, & the Elementary School in Imperial Germany. New
York: Oxford University Press, 19809.

LAMBERTI, Marjorie, The Politics of Education. Teachers and School Reform in Weimar
Germany. New York / Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2002.

LIEBLICH, Amia; TUVAL-MASGIACH, Rivka; ZILBER, Tamar, Cercetarea narativa: citire,
analiza, interpretare. lasi: Polirom, 2006.

LIVEZEANU, Irina, “Interwar Poland and Romania: The Nationalization of Elites, the
Vanishing Middle, and the Problem of Intellectuals”, Harvard Ukrainian Studies, VVol. 22,
“Cultures and Nations of Central and Eastern Europe” (1998), pp. 407-430.

LIVEZEANU, Irina, Cultural politics in Greater Romania. Regionalism, nation building and
ethnic struggle. 1918-1930. Ithaca, New York : Cornell University Press, 1995 (Cultura si
nationalism in Romdnia Mare, 1918-1930). Bucuresti : Humanitas, 1995).

MCGEORGE, Colin (1993), “Corporal punishment in New Zealand primary schools in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries”, Journal of Educational Administration and History,
25:2, p. 122-137.

MIHALACHE, Catilina, “’Nota 10 la purtare’ Scoala romaneasca din Basarabia, in primii ani
dupa marea unire”, Anuarul Institutului de Istorie ,,A. D. Xenopol”, t. XLIX, 2012, p. 275-294
(in print).

MURGESCU, Mirela-Luminita, /ntre "bunul crestin" si "bravul roméan": rolul scolii primare in
construirea identitatii nationale romdnesti (1831-1878). Bucharest: Editura A ’92, 1999.



NEGURA, Petru, “De la punition corporelle a violence symbolique. L’enseignement primaire
rurale en Bessarabie de 1’entre-deux guerres”, Education et Sociétés, 2009/2, n° 24, pp. 159-179.
NEGURA, Petru, “Le combat culturel. Alphabétisation et propagande dans les milieux ruraux en
Moldavie soviétique de 1’aprés-guerre (1945-1953)”, Studia Politica. Romanian Political
Science Review, Vol. IX, no 3, 2009, pp. 445-452.

NEGURA, Petru, « Révolution culturelle » et « ingénierie sociale » en République Autonome
Soviétique Socialiste Moldave (1924-1940), Studia Politica. Romanian Political Science Review,
N° 3, Bucharest, 2006.

PAULY, Matthew D., “Tending to the “Native Word”: Teachers and the Soviet Campaign for
Ukrainian-Language Schooling, 1923-1930”, Nationalities Papers, Vol. 37, No. 3, May 20009.
RUSSKIKH, V.G., “The Upbringing of the Citizen and Patriot in Nineteenth-Century Russia”,
Russian Education and Society, vol. 54, no. 7, July 2012, pp. 3-17.

SCHREIER, Margrit, Qualitative Content Analysis in Practice. Los Angeles, London: Sage
Publications, 2012.

SMITH, A., Nasionalism si modernism: un studiu critic al teoriilor recente cu privire la natiune
si nationalism, Chisindu, Epigraf, 2002.

THIESSE, A.-M., Crearea identitdatilor nationale in Europa. Secolele XVIII-XX, Iasi, Polirom,
2000.

THIESSE, A.-M., Ils apprenaient la France. L’exaltation des régions dans le discours
patriotique. Paris : Editions de la Maison des Sciences de I’THomme, 1997.

TURNER, Ralph H., “Sponsored and contest mobility and the schools system”, American
Sociological Review, Vol. 25, No. 6 (Dec., 1960), pp. 855-867.

WEBER, Eugen, Peasants into Frenchmen. The Modernization of Rural France 1870-1914,
Stanford (Ca.): Stanford University Press, 1976.

WERTH, Nicolas, “Alphabetisation et idéologie en Russie soviétique”, Vingtieme Siécle. Revue
d'histoire, N°10, avril-juin 1986, pp. 19-36.

Note: A selection of archival documents’ copies and oral testimonies’ transcripts will be also
provided.



